
Standards and Sustainable 
Development

William E. Kelly
Centre for Global Standards Analysis
The Catholic University of America

Washington, DC 20064



SUSTAINABLE 
DEVELOPMENT

DriversCodes and 
Standards

Standards 
codify 
good 
practice

Benchmarking

Are we 
making 
progress?

Can we 
agree?

Role of 
professions

What is an 
appropriate 
strategy? 

Conformity 
Assessment

Regulations

Government 
Contracts

Why reinvent the 
wheel?

suppliers

Goals

Education

•Current professionals

•Future professionals

•Public

•Decision makers

Terminology

Metrics



Overview

• Many things we could talk about!
• My focus will be on

– education and outreach
– E learning
– Collaboration



• Educate on standards and conformity assessment
– Relatively little attention in e.g. engineering schools in 

the U.S.

• Sustainable development
– Same situation

• Connection between standards and sustainable 
development
– ?

Education



Education on Sustainable 
Development

• Not a primary responsibility of the 
standards community

• Facilitation is
• For example ANSI’s support of USEPA P3

Competition
• Strategy?





Education on Standards and 
Conformity Assessment

• Primary responsibility of standards 
community

• Should, in my view, be a strategic priority 
• Strategy

– Collaboration
– Leverage strengths 
–



Making the Connection

• Primary responsibility 
of standards 
community 

• Partners
– Other standards 

organization
– Industry
– Government
– NGO’s
– Universities

Sustainable 
Development

Standards & 
Conformity 
Assessment



Opportunities to Work 
Together

• Many standards organizations working on 
education and outreach

• Some University efforts in this area e.g.
– Helmut Schmidt University and Erasmus University
– Catholic University

• Leverage E Learning 
– Standards organization

– Universities









Needs/Opportunities/Strategy

• Modules the address connections between 
standards and sustainable development

• Case histories
• Partners
• Collaborations



Summary

• Education and outreach a strategic priority
• Defining linkages between standards and 

sustainable development
• Identification of partners
• Promoting collaboration


