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Liaison Statement to ISO/IEC JTC 1/SC 34/WG 2
WG 11 (MPEG) would like to thank SC 34/WG 2 for initiating and conducting the work on harmonization of ISO/IEC 9541 with ISO/IEC 14496-22 "Open Font Format". WG 11 has reviewed ISO/IEC JTC 1/SC 34/WG 2 N304, Text of ISO/IEC FCD 9541-4 "Harmonization to Open Font Format" and would like to clarify the following points:
1. In WG2N304, subclause 3.2, you state that "In ISO/IEC 14496-22, “italic” means oblique in ISO/IEC 9541-1." This understanding is incorrect. The term "italic", as it's used in ISO/IEC 14496-22, is equally applicable to both the fonts that have been designed with italic outlines and to oblique fonts where the outlines have been algorithmically transformed (slanted).
2. We would like to point out that the "fsSelection" field has been extended in the second edition of ISO/IEC 14496-22 (WG 11 has submitted the text of the second edition of ISO/IEC CD 14496-22 to SC 34/WG 2 back in March 2008). According to the description of "fsSelection" field, if bit0 "ITALIC" is set, it indicates that font contains italic or oblique characters, otherwise they are upright. A new bit9 was also added, which indicates that a font contains oblique characters.

Therefore, it appears that the definition of the macStyle bit1 provided in the WG 2 N 304, subclause 4.1.13.2 is incorrect and is not in compliance with the definitions established in ISO/IEC 14496-22 "Open Font Format" specification. WG 11 would like to ask SC 34/WG 2 to review and correct the above-mentioned issues.
